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Dear Parents, 
 

Congratulations to the Nursery and Infant children and their teachers for their Christmas presentation this 
year. Thank you to the Fundraising Friends for providing refreshments. There were some real stars on stage 
and I hope you enjoyed watching their performances.  It has been particularly challenging this year as the 
teachers try to maintain the normal class lessons as well as teaching children songs.  
 

We received a call yesterday afternoon to say that we will have our first Ofsted monitoring visit on Tuesday 
15th and Wednesday 16th December. This will be a great opportunity to show the progress we have made so 
far and to learn about where we still need to improve. Unfortunately the report will not be available until 
after Christmas but this will be sent out to you as soon as it is published. You are invited to log on to Parent 
View to give your thoughts on the school and the inspector will spend some time talking to parents. It is 
always helpful for inspectors to hear about your positive experiences and not just concerns. 
 

I know that the children are looking forward to their Christmas Lunch on Wednesday 16th December and   
Year 6 will be the waiters and waitresses for this – with support from staff! A big thank you is due to            
Mrs Durant and Mrs Evans who have given up a lot of time on a voluntary basis to provide supervision for 
lunches. If any other parents are available to volunteer in January we, and they, will be glad of your help.  
 

Thank you also to Mrs Moger, Mrs Wendland and Mrs Breeze for their invaluable help photocopying, 
laminating and cutting out resources for the teachers and to all those who offer help in class and through 
Fundraising Friends.  
 

We hope you will be able to come to our Carols around the Tree on Monday 14th December at 6pm with 
members of the Pillowell Band and the school choir. Refreshments will be provided in the school hall 
afterwards. Please do join us for this. Uniform is optional but wrap up warm and bring a torch. If it is raining 
we will sing in the hall. 
 

In order to improve communication we are currently trialling email messages for parents and also plan to set 
up a school Facebook page. It will be helpful if you can reply to any email messages you receive initially so we 
can check the system is working. I will also be setting up some focus groups inviting different parents to 
explore specific aspects of school and help us in our improvement journey. Parents will be contacted directly 
about these so all year groups are represented. 
 

Looking ahead 
 

Please note that we return to school on Tuesday 5th January 2015 and swimming lessons resume that day for 
Years 2 and 4.  Gymnastics lessons start on Thursday 7th January for Reception and Year 1.  

As the winter weather is always a little unpredictable please check for school closure information on BBC 
Radio Gloucestershire or on www.glosclosedschools.com.  Please also keep a check on the school website 
for updates during the Christmas break.  
 

The school term ends on Thursday 17th December at 12noon. This will be a non-uniform day and this year 
we are encouraging children and staff to wear a Christmas jumper or top if they have one to support the 
Text Santa appeal for Macmillan, Save the Children and Make-A-Wish charities. The 50p per child or £1 
per family which the children bring in will be sent to this appeal. Children are also able to bring  
in their own games to play but no electronic items are allowed. 
 

It has been a very busy and pressured term for us all and I am grateful for the support  
shown to myself and all the staff during what has been a challenging term. As this is  
my last newsletter before Christmas I want to wish you all a  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs J James 
 

 
 

 

Happy and Blessed Christmas 
 

With my very best wishes and thanks to you all. 

 
Mrs J James 

 


