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9™ October 2015
Dear Parents

Thank you to all those who came along to the ‘Meet and Greet’ evening last Tuesday evening. It was good to
be able to share the changes with you and to talk about how we assess and monitor children’s progress to
ensure that they make rapid improvements in their learning. Comments from those who attended were very
positive and staff were pleased to have the opportunity to discuss the various changes in their rooms. Thank
you also to members of the Fundraising Friends who provided and served refreshments.

We have been looking at our policy for mid-morning snacks and lunchboxes and will be sending out some
guidance next week about what we consider to be suitable contents. This is in response to your concerns about
encouraging children to eat healthily so we hope that you will support us in this.

We continue to work closely with the Gloucester Learning Alliance who are supporting us this year. Lesson
observations have taken place and Coaches from the schools have visited here to talk through various matters
with our staff. Over the next two weeks our teachers will be visiting Bishop’s Cleeve School to observe lessons
and to share best practice.

Our Twitter account is now active and we look forward to plenty of “followers”. The link address is
@St_Anthonys_Sch As part of our efforts to improve communication we hope this will be useful and an
additional way to keep everyone fully informed about events and Club cancellations for example. It would be
helpful if you click on the “favourite” star of our tweets and we can then see who has seen the information.

Other items

Mrs Owston has contacted us to offer a Theatre Arts after school club which will run on a Tuesday from
3.30pm — 4.30pm. Children from Reception to Year 6 will have the opportunity to take part in acting, singing
and dancing. The cost will be £17.50 for 5 weeks. We hope to start this club on Tuesday 3" November.
Forms will be sent home on Monday.

A final reminder that the Fundraising Friends’ clothes collection takes place on Monday 12" October at 9am.
Bags of clothes can be brought to the school at the end of today. We cannot accept them any earlier than this
as we do not have room to store them.

There will also be a coffee afternoon and book sale on Thursday 15th October from 2:30pm in the school
hall. Donations of cakes will be very welcome.

I know that several of you have started to collect items for the Samaritan’s Purse Shoebox appeal which the
School Council has chosen to support for Christmas. The boxes can be brought into school from

Monday 9" November — Thursday 12" November. Please see Mrs McFarland if you have any questions
about box contents, wrapping or labelling.

Looking ahead

Our half term break this year runs from Tuesday 20" October when we will finish at the usual time of 3.15pm or
3.30pm. We return to school on Monday 2" November. After half term all children are expected to be in winter
uniform.

The school photographer will be coming in on Monday 9" November to take individual children’s photographs
and family groups. Please put this date in your diary now and ensure that your child wears the correct winter
uniform on that day. More reminders will be sent closer to the date.

We will be holding an Open Day on Thursday 12" November from 9.30am — 3.00pm. Please encourage
friends and family to come and have a look around the school.

With best wishes.

Mrs J James




